
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 
 

 

  

          

         August 23, 2017 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians,        

 

I am looking forward to working with you and your 6th grade student for both a double period of mathematics 

and a single period of science.  Through this double period format in mathematics I am going to expand on your 

students’ previous math knowledge through the Math Common Core Standards.  We are together, going to 

focus on ratios and proportional relationships, the number system, equations and expressions, geometry, and 

statistics and probability.  In science; we are going to continue with the New Generation Science Standards 

focusing mainly on the Earth Sciences.     

 

MATH: 

 

Success will be based on a few things that will make math class a smooth and positive experience for everyone 

involved.  The most important thing needed to be successful in math class is to come to class with a positive 

attitude and prepared.  Your student will be given a spiral bound notebook-to keep all MATH NOTES in, and a 

math folder to keep track of ALL math assignments. 

 

Practice is very important to help us reach our goals.  In mathematics, practice is key.  Though there will not be 

a lot of independent practice outside of the classroom, there will be some.  Your student will have the 

opportunity to start and/or finish his/her homework in the second period of math every day.  ALL homework 

assignments will be recorded in a math folder that I will give your student.  Your student has an opportunity at 

the end of every week to earn a ticket for having all homework complete and turned in.  The ticket will be put 

into a drawing at the end of each trimester, for incentives to be redeemed. Though practice does not always lead 

to perfection, it does build confidence, which is more helpful than perfection. Pencils and binder paper at home 

will be helpful to allow for completion of homework assignments   

 

Grading will be broken into two weighted categories.  The first part of your student’s grade will be completion 

of homework/classwork (50%) that will be collected, scored and returned.  Your student will be required to 

keep track of all in-class and homework assignments in his or her math folder.  The folder will be collected the 

day before the test is given and a chapter folder grade will be awarded.  All other assignments in class will be 

recorded under this section of your grade as well.  The other half of your student’s grade will come from 

quizzes and tests (50%).  Quizzes will be given to check for understanding, as well as practice for upcoming 

tests.  They are a great tool for me as well, to note if re-teaching needs to occur before the chapter test.   
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Mastery of Standards In order to show mastery of the skills tested, your student needs to score an 80% or 

higher.  If this does not happen, they will have an opportunity to retake their test.  Before retaking the test, the 

student must do three things: 

 

1. Turn in the parent-signed test  

2. Come in at lunchtime or extended learning after school to go over missed problems with me and a 

small group of his/her peers. 

3. Set up a time to re-take the test (lunch time or after school) 

 

Once the test is retaken, the low grade will be dropped and the higher grade will be recorded.  Except that the 

highest grade he or she can receive is 80%!  So if a student gets a 65% on his/her first test, and then retakes it 

and receives an 80 – 100% on the re-take, the new assessment grade for that test will be 80%. 

 Your student is required to have all chapter tests signed as a way for you and your student to be 

informed of his or her progress.  I will have both a test percentage and current class grade listed on the 

test.   

 

Math help is one of the most valuable opportunities your student is offered by our school.  Please encourage 

your child to regularly seek after-school-help! Extended Learning will be available (Tuesday – Thursday  

2:15 – 3) and I am available most days in my classroom.  I am also frequently available before school, if 

meeting time is set up before hand. 

 

 

EARTH SCIENCE:   

 

Concepts Overview: 

Unit 1 – Ecosystems – Chapter 10  

Unit 2 – Living Resources – Chapter 11 

Unit 3 – Erosion & Deposition – Chapters 2 – 3  

Unit 4 – Weather – Chapters 7 – 8  

Unit 5 – Climate – Chapter 9 

 

Materials: 

 In class your student will be given a composition book that will be used for ALL science activities.  

They will use it every day for note-taking and all other written assignments.  Your student is encouraged to use 

lots of color in his or her interactive notebook, such as colored pencils and ball point pens.  Markers are NOT 

allowed, due to bleeding through the pages and we will use both front and backs of every page.  Pens or pencils 

will be helpful for completing homework assignments, which will be in your interactive notebook.   

 

Grading: 

 Your class grade will be broken into three weighted categories.  The first, making up 50% of your 

grade, will be your interactive notebook-chapter notes, labs, class activities, etc.  The interactive notebook 

will be where most, if not all, science work is done, and I will collect and grade it at the end of every unit, as 

well as randomly throughout chapters of study.  You are allowed to ALWAYS go back and fix your interactive 

notebook grade up to 80% of the possible points.  The next category (35%) will consist of tests and quizzes.  

Since we are continuing with the New Generation Science Standards many of your tests will be short answer 

and you may have opportunity to takes these assessments in pairs.  Quizzes will be used to check for 

understanding both announced and unannounced (“pop quiz”).  The final section of your grade will be very 

small (15%), but important, and that is homework.  Your student will be responsible for keeping their 

WTP’s (science objectives) current because they will be a large portion of their homework grade.  If there is a 

test scheduled or other specific homework, it will be noted on my school web page and SHOULD be recorded 

in the school planner by your student on the 1st day of every school week. 



 

I expect your student to participate in the scientific process during labs, contribute to class discussion, 

and use the lab equipment appropriately.  If your student does not use lab equipment in the manner in which it is 

meant, he or she will not be allowed to participate in the lab, and will receive a zero for the given activity.  

ABSOLUTELY NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE! 

 

If your student is out sick or had an excused absence for any reason, it is YOUR STUDENT’S responsibility 

to get the work missed and returned to me within 3 days.  The work will then be graded for full credit.   

 

Late Work: 

 Trimester 1 ~ I will allow late work, worth up to 80% of original point value, as long as it is 

returned BEFORE you take the test.  This is to help you get used to 8th grade expectations! 

 Trimester 2 ~ I will also allow late work before the test is given, but the highest point value you 

can earn is 60%! 

 Trimester 3 ~ Absolutely NO LATE WORK will be accepted unless LUNCH is given up to 

complete it!!!! 

 

Contact me often, especially whenever you have a question or concern.  The best way to contact me is through 

email: ktangren@susanvillesd.org because I check it throughout the day.  It is also important to regularly 

monitor what is happening in your student’s class.  I use a classroom website through our Diamond View 

Webpage.  The link to keep everybody up to speed is http://www.diamondviewschool.org/subsites/Mrs--

Tangren--6th-Grade-Math--Science/   I put weekly assignments up at the end of the previous week, note 

upcoming tests and quizzes, and post helpful hints for students and parents.  The other critical piece to staying 

informed is checking your student’s grades on Schoolwise Grade Book with your student every week 

https://ssd.schoolwise.com/   This year I am also going to start using the Remind app.  You can go onto the app 

and add my information, which is listed on the back of this page. Finally, you are always welcome to call me at 

the school 257-5144 ext. 4131.   

 

I have already discussed this plan with your student in class, but I would greatly appreciate it if you could 

review it with him/her before signing and returning the bottom portion to me.   

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Kristen Tangren        
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